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with a consummate grasp of synthesis. His
march to the Danube in 1704 and his proposed
march to Italy in 1705 were in their daring
simplicity strokes of true strategic genius. Never
in military matters did he allow his direct con-
cern in the war close at hand to dominate his
mind. " I am sensible," he told Godolphin in
1704, " that if I did not consider the good of
the whole before my private concern, I ought not
to be here." In constantly relating one campaign
to another, he perceived the virtue of an economy
of forces ; how a defensive in the Netherlands
meant an offensive elsewhere ; alternatively, how
if the enemy could be held with small numbers
in Germany, he could do what he liked in the
Netherlands. In a debate in which he took part
in 1707, he defended his concentration offerees in
Flanders on the ground that, if the pressure were
relaxed there, large numbers of French troops
would be released from garrison duty to fight in
campaigns elsewhere, whereas since in Spain the
French were able to garrison their strong places
with only one battalion, to shift the main Allied
military effort to Spain would be to violate
grossly the principle of economizing their own
forces.

But strategically Marlborough did have one
real weakness and that was in regard to the war
in Spain, although for opposite reasons from those
urged against him by his political enemies. He
had advocated and supported the extension of
the Allied war aims to the conquest of Spain for
the benefit of the Habsburgs, and never seems to
have understood the tremendous prolongation of
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